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Bulwer-Lytton, than whom few women were more
highly principled, had not the resilience of mind
necessary to give her boy's unusual qualities the
scrupulous handling which they deserved. After
leaving him too much alone during the year in London,
she abruptly changed her taftics shortly after the
arrival at Knebworth and, not for the laft time in
their mutual relations, took a firm decision and too
obftinately held to it. Edward muft go to school.

He went; and in a fortnight was home again. The
effefts of that brief but (in his own words) " horrible
initiation into the meanness, the tyranny, the obscene
talk, the sordid passions of the real world " never left
him. Plunged into a badly-chosen school from the
sheltered gentleness of home, the poor child found
himself alone in the midft of noise, filth and cruelty.
He withdrew into himself; loft whatsoever regret he
may have previously felt that he had no other children
to play with; and acquired for the firft time the inner
shrinking from others of his kind which, so far from
being cured by time, developed Steadily and became
the cause of much unhappiness and an important clue
to his later character

Mrs. Bulwer-Lytton saw no reason to change her
educational policy. The child's health was suffering
at Fulham, so he should be removed. He was sent
forthwith to another school at Sunbury, and when this,
although it lafted longer, was as great a failure as
its predecessor, to another at Brighton. But even
Brighton produced neither a will to learn nor evidence
of well-being. In 1814 (he was now eleven) the boy
was uprooted once more and was thruft into yet another
fresh society. He joined a then very fashionable
school kept by Dr. Hooker at Rottingdean.

Of his three or four years with Dr. Hooker it pleased
Bulwer to retain a rather highly-coloured memory.